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2021 Gold Coast Titans staff and players  
at the reconciliation morning tea event



As an NRL club now in our 16th year, the Gold Coast 
Titans are privileged to represent on the national 
stage the Gold Coast and northern New South Wales 
area with all its richness of culture and diversity.

And with that privilege comes a special obligation 
to help make our communities proud; to connect, to 
unite and to inspire them through our actions and 
through our leadership.

In our world, leadership is about serving others and 
about helping develop potential in individuals and 
to create opportunities where they might otherwise 
not exist. It is deep in the DNA of the Titans that 
our people have a genuine love for this club, for the 
community and for the game of rugby league itself.

We take a genuine delight in seeing the joy on the 
faces of our Disability players, their families, carers 
and volunteers through our organised training and 
games as previously out-of-reach dreams come true. 

We watch with pride as our young Indigenous 
students embrace their culture and readjust their 
sights on what is possible through our Deadly 
Futures programs run in conjunction with our 
inaugural life member and foundation player Preston 
Campbell.

We applaud the skills of the players and the selfless 
work of all those coaches, teachers, staff and 
parents involved in our burgeoning Titans’ schools 
competitions.

We take great pride as we work with local schools, 
clubs and leagues to help provide not just great 
memories and social connection but a genuine 
pathway to the top for young boys and girls.

We are thrilled when we are able to bring people 
together from diverse backgrounds, cultures and 
countries; and we are continually heartened by the 
willingness of our players to embrace the entire 
community, adding value to the lives of those whom 
need a helping hand. 

I am proud to say that the Gold Coast Titans are an 
organisation with a massive heart, a genuine care for 

the community and a determination to help others.

FROM THE 
CHAIRMAN

Dennis Watt 
CHAIRMAN
GOLD COAST TITANS



Using the popularity and profile of 
Rugby League, the Gold Coast Titans 
are driven to create a better life for 
the people of our community, driving 
change through the power of positive 
action. 

Following the on-field success from 
the Gold Coast Titans in 2021, the 
community programs and initiatives have 
been extremely successful throughout 
the year. 

As a key focus as part of the Gold Coast 
Titans roadmap, the charitable arm of 
the club, Titans Together, endeavours to 
be a community focused, commercially 
motivated organisation that is driven to 
make a difference in people’s lives.

As Titans Together,  
we will care, include, 
unite and inspire. 



LEAGUE 
ABILITY
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Both Physical Disability and Intellectual 
Disability teams had the opportunity to 
play twice at CBUS Super Stadium as the 
curtain-raiser game to the NRL. 

Additionally, the teams travelled to Lismore 
to play the curtain-raiser game for the Gold 
Coast Titans vs New Zealand Warriors trial 
game in early 2021. 

There has been significant growth in the 
program since its inception. Each player 
that has pulled on a Gold Coast Titans 
jersey has been welcomed into the Club 
and its legacy. 

Queensland Australian of the Year and 
Gold Coast Titans Leagueability team 
doctor, Dr Dinesh Palipana, says the 
Leagueability program and players 
represent the core values of the club. 

“The players constantly symbolise the love 
and ethos of the club,” Dr Palipana said.

“Every time I talk to the Leagueability 
players and each time I see them, it 
reminds of the good things in the world 
and humanity.

“I think that is a reminder to me about why I 
do the things that I do,” he said. 

“If we are having this conversation with the 
community about disability and inclusion in 
our club, that is going to impact our society 
and the world. 

“In fact, we talk about the work we do at 
the Titans across the world and how we 
care about inclusion and community and 
what that means.”

After the inaugural season in 2018, the Leagueability program has 
become the first Disability Rugby League Program in Australia to 
provide a competition for both men and women. The program has 
grown into four teams – two development squads and two playing 
squads.



Dr Dinesh Palipana OAM is a lawyer, emergency health 
doctor, disability advocate and Team Medical Doctor for 

the Gold Coast Titans Leagueability program



PDRL Player 
of the Year
Dean Clark has been a member of the Leagueability 
program since its inaugural year in 2018. 

Dean takes on extra responsibility each weekend 
by organising additional training sessions for any 
players involved in the program looking to improve 
their skills. In addition to always demonstrating 
his skills as a leader off the field, Dean is a handy 
player himself - being crowned Player of the Match 
earlier in the year at our Lismore game.

Every time I talk to the 
Leagueability players 
and each time I see 
them, it reminds of 
the good things in the 
world and humanity.”
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IDRL Player  
of the Year

Reece Hollands has been an integral player in the 
Leagueability program over the last few years. 

A member of the Intellectual Disability side, Reece 
has been a mainstay in the PDRL team this year 

when extra players have been required. In addition 
to stepping into other teams when his fellow players 

need him, Reece has also helped introduce new 
players into the Titans Leagueability program.

DR. DINESH PALIPANA
LEAGUEABILITY TEAM DOCTOR 



2021 Titans cultural evening 



Delivered in partnership with the Preston Campbell 

Foundation, students are guided on a pathway to a 

greater understanding and sense of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander history and culture. Students are  

encouraged to discover more about their own identity 

to inspire them to choose a pathway to lead them to 

success but to also help them deal with setbacks and 

empower them to find their feet and continue on their 

journey.

This year, the Deadly Futures program was held in 

term three at Paradise Country. The program hosted 

20 students from over 10 schools on the Gold Coast. 

The program ran over three weeks with the sessions 

focusing on identity, aspirations and history. 

Former Titans captain and life member, Preston 

Campbell runs the program for students each year 

and provides a variety of guest mentors to assist 

students each week. 

Students had the opportunity to learn about 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, art, 
culture and performance, mental health coping 
mechanisms & strategies and connection to identity 
and culture. 

School student Kaytlin McMahon said she would 
recommend the program to other students in Year 10.  

“The program was very uplifting and gave me a 
purpose,” Miss McMahon said. 

“I now understand that I am not alone.

“Participating will be the best thing you ever do,” she 
said. 

With one of the highest proportions of Indigenous 
NRL players in the competition, the Titans have 
always had a focus on First Nations outcomes.  Our 
programs ensure the Club focusses on developing 
health, education and wellbeing programs for our 
communities across the Coast and Northern Rivers. 

Deadly Futures has been running annually since 2017, 
with the program already confirmed for all four school 
terms in 2022.

DEADLY
FUTURES
PROGRAM
The Gold Coast Titans Deadly Futures program is an experience 
for Year 10 high school Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students that covers Indigenous timelines, cultural identity and 
career aspirations. 

Preston Campbell, Gold Coast Titans  
Foundation Player and Life Member



Ken Stephens 
Medal Finalist 

Former Titans player Jamal Fogarty was 
named as a finalist for the 2021 Ken 

Stephens Medal. 

Jamal was a vital part of the Titans Club 
and community since 2017. Always being 

the first player to put his hand up and 
volunteer to help a community member or 
group in need, no matter how far he must 
travel to reach them. He was a true leader 

and role model to others in the community 
and in the Club. 

“It’s pretty cool to be acknowledged in that 
way, but I pride myself on that community 

environment,” Fogarty said.

“I’m very similar to those guys, I just love 
giving back to the community.

“I love hanging around the little kids and 
being a little kid myself.

“That’s the enjoyable part about it, being 
able to go to a school or community group 

and mucking around with the kids,” he said.

The NRL Community Awards is an annual acknowledgement to the 
devoted and passionate volunteers and community champions that go 
above and beyond in not only the game, but the wider community. 

In 2021, the Gold Coast Titans had both their Ken Stephens Medal 
and NRL Young Person of the Year nominees named as finalists for the 
prestigious awards.

NRL Young Person  
of the Year Finalist
Sophie Scott was named as a finalist for the 2021 
NRL Young Person of the Year award. Sophie has 
been involved with the Titans since attending 
Deadly Futures as a Year 10 student in 2018. 

Sophie has since been a part of the NRL’s School 
to Work and has always been an enthusiastic and 
active volunteer for Titans Together programs. 

“I’m actually very speechless, I was not expecting 
this at all,” Scott said. 

“Four years ago, I started with the Deadly Futures 
program.

“At that point I was at my lowest. I was a very shy 
young girl; I could not speak to anyone. 

“Deadly Futures helped me become who I am 
today,” she said. 

COMMUNITY
2021

AWARDS
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Georgia Hale (left) and Shannon Mato (right),  
our inaugural Titans NRLW players
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LWThe first ever Titans women’s squad will join an expanded 
NRLW competition, providing a pathway for local talent to 
progress to the elite level.

Titans NRLW Coach Jamie Feeney says the side assembled 
is one that will make the Gold Coast community proud, 
featuring some of the best talent in the women’s game.

“The side that we have assembled has a great mix of youth 
and experience and I think we’ve recruited some of the 
best athletes in the game.

“The girls know the significance in being the first to 
represent the region on the NRLW stage and are excited 
for the opportunity ahead.

“Aside from our representative players, I think people are 
really going to enjoy seeing some of the exciting young 
players that will line up for the Titans this season.

“We are determined to make an impact in this competition 
right from our first game and I’m confident that the side we 
have assembled will make our communities proud.”

“I’m confident that the side we 
have assembled will make our 

communities proud.”

2021 marked a pivotal 
moment in Titans’ history, 
with the Club launching 
it’s inaugural NRLW team.  

JAMIE FEENEY
NRLW HEAD COACH

NRLW TEAM   23



With 11,200 players across the Gold Coast 
Titans catchment areas, the club is proud 
of the growth they are seeing with their 
Future Titans.  

These trends highlight the exciting growth 
of female participation with almost 1000 
females in junior rugby league and another 
421 in senior rugby league. 

Additionally, almost 8000 males in junior 
rugby league played this year and a further 
1887 in senior rugby league across the 
catchment region.

Game Development Manager Darren 
Robb says junior player development is an 
exciting and important focus for the Gold 
Coast Titans.

“It is great to see the increase in players 
across our catchment areas this year,” 
Robb said. 

“There has been a great increase in players 
since last year and we lead the national 
trend in participation which is fantastic for 
the area. 

“Junior development and our Junior Rugby 
League Club’s has been a priority for the 
Titans over the last few years, so it has 
been great seeing the increase in players 
in 2021, especially after the effects of 
COVID-19. 

“It is really important to us to keep a strong 
focus on our junior participation as they 
are the future of our club,” he said.

GRASSROOTS
Participation in grassroots football 
on the Gold Coast and the Northern 
Rivers of New South Wales has 
exceeded the national trend in 2021.

11,200  
pARTICIPANTS
IN 2021

BY THE NUMBERS...

17.3% 
PARTICIPATION 
GROWTH



With over 1700 players across seven locations on the Gold 
Coast, the competition has doubled in size since the 2019 
competition. 

Titans Game Development Manger Darren Robb says the 
growth of the competition and performance of the teams 
this year has been fantastic.

“The Titans Schools League began in 2006 as the Titans Cup 
and Challenge, an open-age boys high school competition 

that serviced the schools below the elite level competitions.

“Over the years, the competition has evolved to this year 
where we had 12 divisions for boys and girls in all high 
school year levels across South-East Queensland.

“The growth in the women’s game in particular has been 
fantastic and with the Titans launching an NRLW side this 
year, it shows a real pathway for our girls to take them to the 
elite level,” he said. 

In the biggest year to date, our Titans School League 
welcomed 100 teams participating from 25 schools 
across the Gold Coast. 

TITANS 
SCHOOLS 
LEAGUE.

2
5

 S
C

H
O

O
LS

.
10

0
 T

EA
M

S
.

   
   

   
   

   
   

  1
70

0
 P

LA
Y

ER
S

.



AMBASSADOR
TITANS

PROGRAMS

Multicultural  
Ambassador Program
For the second year running, the Titans invited Multicultural 
Community Ambassadors from numerous community groups 
across the Gold Coast to attend a Titans game and pre-game 
event. 

Community Development Manager at the Multicultural Families 
Organisation and member of the Titans Cultural Collective 
Kevin Dando said the function played a role in recognising the 
important work the ambassadors do for the community. 

“This function hosted by the Titans recognises the important 
role that multiculturalism plays in community connection and 
wellbeing,” Mr Dando said. 

“There were plenty of new friendships, networking 
opportunities and excitement of an NRL match atmosphere, 
with some experiencing rugby league for the first time which 
made the day even more special.

“We all had similar stories to share about the challenges of 
COVID but also overcoming those hardships, reconnecting in 
person with family and friends, witnessing the joy of mateship 
before the match, on the way to the stadium and in the very 
vocal stands,” he said.

Teacher Ambassador  
Program
The popular Teacher Ambassador Program 
hosted two events again this year, bringing 
together numerous teachers from various 
schools across South-East Queensland. 

The Teacher Ambassador Program was 
launched this year with a pre-game function 
featuring Rugby League author Tony Price who 
launched his latest book ‘More Than Just a 
Game.’ 

The Teacher Ambassador Program has been 
running since 2011, with teachers actively 
promoting the Gold Coast Titans to students 
and the wider school communities. 

AMBASSADOR PROGR AMS  29

Titans Macca’s®  
Club Ambassadors
This year, our Titans players went and visited junior rugby 
league clubs from the Northern Rivers and the Gold Coast. 
The players visited 22 junior rugby league clubs and 
answered questions, took photos, signed autographs and 
trained with over 2,500 junior players across each club.

Titans Game Development Manager Darren Robb says the 
visits are an important part of the long-term partnership 
the Titans have with local Junior Rugby League Clubs on 
the Gold Coast and Northern Rivers.

“Having the players out visiting the junior clubs this week 
is an important part of our annual ambassador program,” 
Robb said.

“For many kids, having a Titans player visit their club and 
train with them is a memorable opportunity.

“The players also had the opportunity to talk with parents 
and volunteers at the Club’s about the road to success, 
and the vital role parent’s play in that,” he said.

The Titans Macca’s Club Ambassador visits began in 2012 
and proudly supports every Junior Rugby League club on 
the Gold Coast and Group 18 (Tweed Heads to Byron Bay 
region).

Each Junior Rugby League Club is allocated a Titans 
ambassador to help promote the club and attend events 
like Club Sign on Day’s.
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Titans Cultural 
Collective
The Titans Cultural Collective (TCC) is a new initiative that was launched in 2021 to support our 
players, staff and community members from a range of different ethnicities and cultures. The Titans 
Cultural Collective is made up of staff, community members and players to advise and guide the club 
on cultural practices and events.

The first of its kind in the NRL, the TCC assists not only the welfare and wellbeing of players, staff 
and community members, but also host multicultural functions and events for community members. 

The TCC have been thoroughly involved in preparing and organising the first Titans Cultural Evening, 
an event for Titans players and staff to come together and celebrate their culture, food and faith. 

In May we held our annual 
Reconciliation Week event, launching 
our new 2021 Indigenous jersey and 
the new Titans Cultural Collective 
advisory group.

Showcasing their commitment to multicultural 
players, staff and the wider community, the 
event featured traditional Indigenous and 
Pasifika food, gifts, performances and training.

The event also marked the launch of the Titans 
Cultural Collective, an advisory and advocacy 
group made up of Titans staff, players and 
community members from different cultures.

The group organises events, works with the 
community on cultural programs and strives to 
help players and staff connect with their culture 
and background more.

Titans Community and Game Development 
General Manager Renee Cohen said the group 
is really excited to showcase their plans with the 
Club throughout the year.

“We have a lot of exciting events planned for our 
community throughout the year,” Cohen said.

“Being the first Club in any sporting code around 
Australia to have a cultural advisory group like 
this is really exciting.

“We can’t wait to showcase all of our wonderful 
players, staff, families and community members 
at these upcoming events,” she said.

Former Titans Co-Captain and proud Bundjalung 
man Jamal Fogarty said the event was a great 
step forward uniting culture.

“For us as a Club, including the Pasifika culture is 
really important,” Fogarty said.

“It is a great initiative of our Club to include all 
cultures in the event.

“We get to sit together with multiple elders 
of different communities and share our 
experiences over some cultural food.

“For me, this week is just about getting out there 
and educating yourself.

“If you don’t know a lot, you can get out there 
and ask local elders or your friends and family.

“It’s a good way to understand what’s happening 
and how we can be better as a community 
moving forward,” he said.

Throughout the day, players, staff and guests 
had the opportunity to hear former Titans School 
to Work student Ash-Leigh Banks, speak about 
her 2021 Indigenous jersey design.

“The artwork that I have created represents 
the players not just coming together as Torres 
Straight Island and Aboriginal players but as a 
family, they walk proudly onto the field each and 
every game carrying their culture on their backs,” 
Banks said.
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30 kids and young adults with down syndrome 
had the opportunity to run out with their 
favourite players to a loud, proud and energised 
stadium. 

Sarah Ward has been a participant in the Down 
Syndrome Run Out since its inception in 2014. 

Her mum Cally Ward, a Down Syndrome 
Queensland Regional Volunteer, says the runout 
has been a special event for Sarah since she was 
a young girl.   

“This is the seventh year we have had the 
run out and we have consistently had the 
opportunity for 26 kids to run out with both 
teams which has been sensational,” Ward said.

Retiring Titans player Anthony Don, who has 
supported the concept since its inception, says 
the full playing squad are always excited to be 
supporting the valuable program.

“As a playing group, we love helping as many 
people as we can and putting smiles on other 
people’s faces.

“It makes such a big impact on other people’s 
lives,” Don said.

RUN
OUT

DSQ

For the seventh year running,  
the Titans held their annual  
Down Syndrome Run Out in 
Round 15 as part of the Titans’ 
Inspire Round. 



BALLINA
BOUND

Titans players Kelly and Fogarty, alongside 

Titans legend Preston Campbell, NRL School 

to Work Officer Mel Lightburn and 2021 

Indigenous Jersey artist Ash-Leigh Banks 

made it a memorable visit for the students 

who participated in cultural painting and 

activities.

Kelly, a proud Bundjalung man and Fogarty, 

a proud Mununjali man, worked with 2021 

Indigenous Jersey artist Ash-Leigh Banks, 

in presenting a cultural art workshop for the 

students. 

Brian Kelly says the trip to his former school 

was a special experience for him.

“Going back down to my old school and 

spending time with the students and staff 

was really special,” Kelly said.

“Having the chance to sit with them, 

participate in different activities and talk to 

them about football, culture and life was really 

memorable,” he said.

Former Titans player Jamal Fogarty says 

being able to lead cultural activities at the 

school means a lot to him.

“Culture is such a big part of what we do at 
the Titans so to be able to come down and 
work with the kids on some cultural activities 
is really special,” Fogarty said.

“These visits are always really meaningful and 
have huge significance on us players,” he said.

Titans legend Preston Campbell says visiting 
students has always been a significant 
commitment for the Club.

“It’s always great to be able to visit schools 
and spend time with students and staff,” 
Campbell said.

“Visits like this play a huge part in what we 
have always done at the Titans and our 
commitment to the community.

“It means a lot for the players, staff and 
community to be able to sit down and answer 
questions, get involved and be there for the 
students,” he said.

Titans General Manager Community and 
Game Development Renee Cohen, says the 
school visits are an important part of the 
Titans commitment to the community.

“At the Titans, we are proud of our ongoing 
commitment with various schools on the Gold 
Coast and Northern Rivers,” Cohen said.

Titans playmaker Brian Kelly and Former Titans  
Co-Captain Jamal Fogarty travelled down to Ballina 
Public School to surprise students from Kelly’s former 
school.
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Ethan Sloane, The Gold Coast Titans  
Chief Morale Officer



titans.com.au/community

CARE. INCLUDE. UNITE. INSPIRE.


